
 

August 16, 2021 

 

Dear Staff and Parents/Guardians: 

As was shared with you at the end of July, our approach to the 2021-22 year will include a 
“flexible mitigation” or a layered strategy to manage the spread of COVID-19. On August 9, 
2021, the Berrien County Health Department (BCHD) updated its guidance to schools to reflect 
the current knowledge of the transmission of COVID-19 - specifically the community spread of 
newer variants. Berrien RESA, in collaboration with other Berrien County school districts, has 
used this updated guidance to revise our Berrien RESA 2021-22 COVID-19 Learning Plan. 

What is included in the revised version of the 2021-22 COVID-19 Learning Plan? 
The plan continues to be divided into four colors: Blue, Yellow, Orange, and Red. Each color 
represents indicators of community spread. The current update to our plan more clearly 
delineates the factors used to determine mitigation strategies: Community Spread, Health 
System Capacity, Vaccination Coverage, COVID-19 Positive Cases, and Populations At-Risk. 
Possible mitigation steps are also outlined throughout the Berrien RESA COVID-19 Learning 
Plan. (It is important to remember that public health orders instituted by local, state, or federal 
authorities will override any procedures outlined in the Learning Plan.) 

When and how will we know the county’s color designation? 
The Health Department will determine the community transmission rate on Friday of each week. 
They will post this information on their website and alert Berrien County school districts. Then, in 
consultation with the Health Department, Berrien RESA will set the mitigation strategies that will 
be used for the following week (Monday-Sunday). Using the School Messenger system, the 
district will provide updates relative to any updated processes/expectations based on the Health 
Department’s color designation and mitigation recommendations.  

As each week progresses, the district will continue to be in regular communication with county 
health officials. We anticipate that this will be the process for the school year. Should you have 
any questions or concerns about the revised plan or how we will provide updates to you, please 
contact your student’s building principal or program supervisor. 

We are excited to welcome your student back to school on Monday, August 30! 

Sincerely,  

 

Eric Hoppstock 
Superintendent 
   

https://p11cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_148518/File/Berrien%20RESA%20COVID%20Learning%20Plan%208-12-21.pdf
http://www.bchdmi.org/1689/COVID-19-Cases-and-Data

